Respiratory complications in patients with traumatic cervical spine injuries: case report and review of the literature.
Spinal cord injuries continue to be a devastating medical problem. By impairing voluntary and involuntary nervous system function, virtually every body system function is affected. However, pulmonary function alteration and respiratory complications continue to be the major causes of morbidity and mortality in patients with spinal cord injuries. The current understanding of respiratory problems faced by patients with loss of innervation from cervical spinal cord injuries are reviewed.